NCFE CACHE Level 2 Certificate in Working with Children in Early Years and Primary Settings (603/5937/7)
Introduction
The NCFE CACHE Level 2 Certificate in Working with Children in Early Years and Primary Settings has been selected as part of Barnardo's ETS Yorkshire's curriculum offer to provide learners with a broad introduction to the childcare, education and children's workforce sectors.
The qualification has been designed for learners who have an interest in working with children but may not yet be ready to specialise within a particular childcare or education pathway. It provides an excellent foundation for progression into Early Years Education, Supporting Teaching and Learning, Health and Social Care and other child-focused careers.
The programme aligns strongly with Barnardo's mission of supporting young people to develop the skills, confidence, resilience and independence required for successful adulthood, employment and further learning.
The qualification supports learners aged 16-19 (and up to age 25 for learners with an EHCP) to explore both Early Years and Primary Education environments before making informed decisions about their future career pathways. It also provides an opportunity for learners to develop essential employability, communication and professional skills through meaningful work placement experiences.
This qualification consists of six mandatory units alongside a Professional Skills Record completed within real work environments. The qualification carries 210 Guided Learning Hours (GLH) and 330 Total Qualification Time (TQT). Learners are required to successfully complete all units and undertake a minimum of 120 hours of work placement across both an Early Years setting and a Primary School. 
Curriculum Intent
The programme aims to:
· Develop learners' understanding of child development from birth to 11 years 11 months. 
· Introduce learners to the principles of play, learning and child-centred practice. 
· Develop knowledge of safeguarding, legislation, professional responsibilities and children's welfare. 
· Promote understanding of healthy lifestyles, nutrition and physical development. 
· Develop professional behaviours expected within childcare and educational settings. 
· Enable learners to gain practical experience through structured work placements. 
· Support Preparation for Adulthood outcomes including employment, independence, community participation and decision making. 
· Build confidence, resilience, communication skills and professional conduct. 
· Provide progression opportunities into Level 3 qualifications, apprenticeships and employment. 
Why this Qualification?
Many young people attending Barnardo's ETS Yorkshire express an interest in working with children but are often unsure whether they wish to pursue careers within:
· Early Years Education 
· Nursery Provision 
· Teaching Support 
· Schools 
· Childcare 
· Children's Health and Social Care 
This qualification allows learners to gain experience in both Early Years and Primary School settings, enabling informed career choices before progressing onto more specialised Level 3 pathways.
The programme also provides a valuable stepping stone for learners who may not yet possess the academic confidence, maturity or prior attainment to immediately access a Level 3 qualification.
The qualification has significant transferable skills including:
· Communication 
· Teamwork 
· Professional conduct 
· Safeguarding awareness 
· Planning and organisation 
· Observation and reflection 
· Problem solving 
· Working with diverse individuals and communities 
These skills support progression across a wide range of employment sectors.





Units Delivered
	Unit
	GLH

	Child Development from Birth to 11 Years 11 Months
	60

	Play and Learning
	50

	Exploring Legislation
	30

	The Role of the Childcare Practitioner
	30

	Nutrition
	20

	Physical Development and Physical Activity
	20

	Total GLH
	210


Work Placement and Employer Engagement
A key strength of this programme is the integration of substantial real-world experience.
All learners must complete a minimum of 120 placement hours, with Barnardo's ETS Yorkshire aspiring to provide opportunities closer to the awarding body's recommended 200 hours wherever possible. Placement experience must be undertaken in:
· An Early Years setting
· A Primary School setting
This enables learners to compare professional roles, responsibilities and working environments while developing practical skills that cannot be fully replicated within the classroom. Placement opportunities may include:
· 
· Nurseries
· Pre-schools
· Reception classes
· Primary schools
· Wraparound childcare provision
· Holiday clubs
· Community 
· childcare projects
Learners will complete reflective logs, professional skills records and regular reviews to evaluate their progress and identify areas for development.
Assessment
The NCFE CACHE Level 2 Certificate in Working with Children in Early Years and Primary Settings is assessed through an internally assessed portfolio of evidence and the successful completion of a Professional Skills Record. 
There are no external examinations. 
Learners must achieve a minimum of a Pass grade in each of the six mandatory units and successfully complete the Professional Skills Record in order to achieve the qualification. 
Assessment activities are designed to reflect real-life childcare and education scenarios, enabling learners to demonstrate both knowledge and practical understanding. Evidence may include:

· Written assignments
· Case studies
· Research projects
· Professional discussions
· Reflective accounts
· Presentations
· Placement-based evidence
· Practical observations
· Portfolio building activities
The qualification is graded at:
· Pass
· Merit
· Distinction
This grading structure encourages learners to demonstrate higher levels of understanding, analysis and application of knowledge whilst providing stretch and challenge throughout the programme.
A significant element of assessment is the completion of the Professional Skills Record within real work environments. Learners must undertake a minimum of 120 placement hours across both an Early Years setting and a Primary School setting, where they will demonstrate practical skills linked to the qualification content. Placement supervisors contribute to monitoring progress, whilst qualified assessors make the final assessment decisions.
Assessment opportunities are planned throughout the programme to enable learners to build confidence, receive constructive feedback and demonstrate progress over time. This approach supports Barnardo's commitment to inclusive education by allowing learners to evidence achievement in a variety of ways whilst developing the professional standards expected within childcare and education settings.
Preparation for Adulthood (PfA)
Preparation for Adulthood is embedded throughout the programme.
Employment
Learners develop:
· 
· Professional conduct
· Workplace communication
· Time management
· Teamwork
· Safeguarding awareness
· Understanding of employer expectations

Independent Living
Learners explore:

· Healthy lifestyles
· Nutrition
· Personal responsibility
· Professional accountability
· Safe working practices

Community Inclusion
Learners work with:

· Children
· Families
· Multi-agency professionals
· Community organisations

promoting confidence and participation within wider society.
Health and Wellbeing
The programme promotes:
· 
· Positive relationships
· Emotional resilience
· Reflective practice
· Self-awareness
· Physical health and wellbeing

British Values, Equality, Diversity and Inclusion
British Values are naturally embedded throughout the curriculum through:
· 
· Safeguarding and child protection
· Children's rights
· Respect for diversity
· Equality of opportunity
· Inclusive practice
· Professional conduct
· Anti-discriminatory practice

Learners explore how childcare practitioners support children and families from diverse backgrounds and ensure all children are valued, respected and supported to achieve their potential.
Sustainability
Learners are encouraged to consider sustainability within childcare and educational settings through:
· 
· Reducing waste
· Sustainable play resources
· Environmental awareness activities
· Outdoor learning
· Promoting responsible use of resources

These themes help learners understand how childcare providers can contribute positively to environmental responsibility.
Progression Opportunities
Successful learners may progress onto:
Level 3 Qualifications
· NCFE CACHE Level 3 Early Years Educator
· NCFE CACHE Level 3 Supporting Teaching and Learning
· NCFE CACHE Level 3 Children and Young People's Workforce qualifications
· Health and Social Care qualifications
Apprenticeships
· Early Years Educator Apprenticeship
· Teaching Assistant Apprenticeship
· Early Years Practitioner Apprenticeship
Employment
Potential entry-level roles include:
· Nursery Assistant
· Preschool Assistant
· Classroom Assistant
· Playworker
· Childcare Support Worker
The qualification provides learners with the confidence, knowledge and practical experience required to make informed choices about their future education and career pathways.
Barnardo's ETS Yorkshire Curriculum Statement
The NCFE CACHE Level 2 Certificate in Working with Children in Early Years and Primary Settings forms an important part of Barnardo's ETS Yorkshire's vocational offer. It provides a supportive and engaging route for young people who aspire to work with children, while developing the wider employability, personal and Preparation for Adulthood skills required for successful progression into further learning, apprenticeships, employment and independent adult life.

